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United states postal inspection service 

NEWS RELEASE 

	
	



Postal Inspectors Arrest Ringleader and 10 Others Linked to Thousands of Dollars of Illegal Narcotics Distribution
On January 16, 2014, Postal Inspectors arrested Carlos Medina, the alleged head of a narcotics-trafficking ring, and 10 others who conspired to smuggle and distribute large quantities of cocaine and heroin in New York City and Connecticut. The group obtained narcotics from a supplier in Puerto Rico, among other sources. Two firearms were seized this morning in a series of court-authorized searches.
A year-long wiretap investigation, dubbed Operation Rebound, was spearheaded by the Postal Inspection Service, the New York City Police Department-Narcotics Borough of Manhattan North Major Case Division, and the Office of the Special Narcotics Prosecutor, and led to the arrest of Medina at his home in Yonkers, NY. An indictment charges him with multiple counts of conspiracy, criminal sale of a controlled substance, and attempted criminal possession of a controlled substance. During a court-authorized search of Medina’s home, approximately $40,000 in cash and a drug ledger was seized. 
Medina, owner of Excellent Watches & Jewelry, is allegedly the leader of the New York City-based narcotics ring, which catered to customers in Manhattan, Queens, the Bronx, and Connecticut. Medina had stashes of drugs and money at 400 2nd Ave., #23G in the Kips Bay section of Manhattan and at 228 Revere Ave. in Throgs Neck, the Bronx. 
Medina routinely drove from his former home in Queens to the Bronx, Manhattan, and back to the Bronx. Recorded phone calls and surveillance showed he picked up drugs and money and met with customers along the way. Ring members used codes, such as “letters” for narcotics, “girl” for cocaine, and “the boy” for heroin. 
A search of a stash house at 228 Revere Ave. in the Bronx this morning yielded two loaded .38 caliber revolvers, 3 kilograms of cocaine (nearly 7 lbs.) and a half-kilogram of heroin (more than 1 lb.). A revolver, the heroin, and 2.5 kilograms of cocaine were found in a hidden trap in a Jacuzzi. The remaining half-kilogram of cocaine was near a pigeon coop on the roof with pigeon supplies. The second revolver was in a nightstand in the bedroom.
Inspector in Charge of the New York Division Philip R. Bartlett stated, “When U.S. Mail is used to commit a crime, Postal Inspectors will find you and bring you to justice, keeping the mail safe from illegal substances. I thank our Inspectors and law enforcement partners for their excellent investigative work on this case.”

The defendants are charged with these offenses:

	Carlos Medina 

1 Alexander St., # 707C 

Yonkers, NY 

4/30/1954 
	Conspiracy 2nd - 1 ct 

Conspiracy 4th - 1 ct 

CSCS 1st - 2 cts 

Attempted CPCS 1st - 1 ct 

	Socorro Vivas 

920 Prospect Ave., # 2F 

Bronx, NY 

5/9/1957 
	Conspiracy 2nd - 1 ct 

Conspiracy 4th - 1 ct 

Criminal Facilitation 2nd – 1 ct 

	Sonia Rivera 

400 2nd Ave., #23G 

New York, NY 

12/9/1967 
	Conspiracy 2nd - 1 ct 

Conspiracy 4th - 1 ct 

Attempted CPCS 1st - 1 ct

	Julio Galarza 

186 Northridge Drive, # 2 

Waterbury, CT 

12/16/1987 
	Conspiracy 2nd - 1 ct 

Conspiracy 4th - 1 ct 

	David Rivera 

317 Bishop St. 

Waterbury, CT 
	Conspiracy 2nd - 1 ct 

Conspiracy 4th - 1 ct 

	Radames Coppin 

3764 Barnes Ave., #1 

Bronx, NY 

8/19/45 
	Conspiracy 4th - 1 ct 

	Alex Cruz 

1820 Victor St. 

Bronx, NY 

4/25/1954 
	Conspiracy 4th - 1 ct 

	Manuel Ortiz 

228 Revere Ave. 

Bronx, NY 

12/24/1961 
	CPCS 1st - 2 cts 

Criminal Possession of a Weapon 2nd - 2 cts 

Criminal Use of Drug Paraphernalia - 2 cts 

	Karina Vargas 

228 Revere Ave. 

Bronx, NY 

6/30/1973 
	CPCS 1st - 2 cts 

Criminal Possession of a Weapon 2nd - 2 cts 

Criminal Use of Drug Paraphernalia - 2 cts 

	Elizabeth Roldan 

3764 Barnes Ave., #1 

Bronx, NY 

6/25/1965 
	CPCS 3rd - 2 cts 

Criminal Use of Drug Paraphernalia - 2 cts 

	Ronald Riddick 

210 East 115th St., #6D 

New York, NY 
	CPCS 3rd - 1 ct 


About the U.S. Postal Inspection Service. We are one of the oldest federal law enforcement agencies in the country. For more than 200 years, U.S. Postal Inspectors have protected the U.S. Postal Service, secured the nation’s mail system, and ensured public trust in the mail. 
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